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Tim hiéu vé thién su“Ty coc tang”
trong van bia Ngu ché thi dé Diéu Dé tu

Thich Bdc Thinh?

Tom tit:

Dudi thoi nha Nguyén, chtia Diéu D€ thudc loai chua cong, truc thudc sy quan ly cda triéu
dinh. Trude khi duoc xay dung thanh chuia, noi day von la pha cta Phac Quéc cong H6 Vian
Boi, 6ng ngoai cua vua Thiéu Tri. DPdc biét, day cling chinh la noi vua Thiéu Tri ra doi. Sau khi
lén ngoi vi “ctru ngti chi ton”, nha vua da “cai gia vi tu”, kién tao noi day thanh ngoi pham vi
dé cau phtic cho mudn dan. Trong bai van bia Ngu ché thi dé Di¢u Dé ty, bén canh viéc néu lén
ly do xay dung ngoi chtia nay, vua Thiéu Tri con dé cap dén vi thién su ho Hura, phap danh
Liéu Tanh v6i hanh nguyén “ty c6¢”. Tuy nhién, cho dén nay, hanh trang cta thién su Liéu
Tanh trong cac st liéu van con rdi rac, thiéu sy thong nhat va tham chi con c6 chd nham lan.
Vi vay, bang cach téng hop, so sénh d6i chiéu thong tin gitta cdc ngudn st liéu dong thoi két
hop voi tu liéu dién d3, bai viét nay gop phan dinh chinh nhiing sai s6t trong céc st liéu trudce
day cting nhu cung cdp cho nguoi doc thong tin ddy dd nhat cho dén thoi diém hién tai vé vi
thién su Haa Liéu Tanh nay.

T khoa: Ty coc ting, chia Diéu Dé, vin bia Ngu ché'thi dé Digu Dé ty, Hita Thién Phudc, Thién su
Hita Liéu Téinh
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Study about the Zen Master “Ty coc tang”
in the Ngu che thi de Dieu De tu Inscription.

Thich Duc Thinh?

Abstract:

During the Nguyen Dynasty, Dieu De Temple was classified as a state-owned pagoda under the
management of the imperial court. Before being transformed into a temple, the site was origi-
nally the residence of Phuc Quoc cong Ho Van Boi, the maternal grandfather of King Thieu Tri.
Notably, it was also the birthplace of King Thieu Tri. After ascending to the throne, the emperor
decreed the transformation of the residence into a Buddhist temple to pray for blessings for
the people. In the Ngu chu thi de Dieu De tu inscription, King Thieu Tri not only explained the
reasons for constructing the pagoda but also mentioned a Zen master surnamed Hua, with
the Dharma name Lieu Tanh, who was known for his vow not to consume grains. However,
information about Zen master Lieu Tanh in historical records remain fragmented, inconsistent,
and even occasionally erroneous. Therefore, by synthesizing and cross-referencing information
from various historical sources, as well as incorporating field research, this article aims to correct
inaccuracies in earlier historical accounts and provide the readers with the most comprehensive
information available to date on Zen master Hua Lieu Tanh.

Keywords: Ty coc tang, Dieu De Temple, Nqu chu thi de Dieu De tu inscription, Hua Thien Phuoc,
Zen Master Hua Lieu Tanh
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Dan nhap

Trong s6 cac ngodi qudc tu con lai dén nay tai Thira Thién Hu€, Diéu Bé c6 thoi gian
ra doi mudn nhat. Chuia dugc vua Thiéu Tri xay dung vao ndm Thiéu Tri thit 4 (1844).! Trai
qua nhiéu cudc thdng tram trong gan hai thé ky, ngdi qudc tu nay van con dang luu gitr
nhiéu di san van héa c6 gia tri nhu cac pho tuong cd, bang dong, bia d4, dai hong chung, bic
tranh Long vin khé'hgi... Trong d6, bia da 1a noi cham khéc bai van bia Ngw ché'thi dé Digu Dé
tu (W FFAE4 3% <F) do dich than vua Thiéu Tri ngu ché€ danh riéng cho ngdi qudc tu nay.
Bia dugc dung vao ndm Thiéu Trj thtr 6 (1846) tai lau bia bén phai? gan céng tam quan.

Toan bd van bia c6 956 chit, ndi dung gom bai tya va bay bai tho. Ddc biét, trong cac
bai tho nay, Ty cdc ting (:# £ 1%) 1a bai tho thé hién su kinh trong ctia vua Thiéu Tri d6i véi
vi thién su ho Hita, phap danh Liéu Tanh.

Co6 thé thay rang, thién su Lidu Tanh la mot trong s it nhimg vi tang si vinh dy duoc
vua Thiéu Tri ngu ché tho dé tan duong cong dtrc, va hon nita la cho khéc bai tho d6 1én
bia dé luu danh hau thé.

Tuy nhién, thong tin vé vi thién su nay hién van con han ché va chi dugc tim thay rai
rac qua mot s6 tac pham st hoc nhu: Dgi Nam nhdt thong chi (ban chép tay doi Tu Dtc), Tong
phdi ky toan tdp, Vigt Nam Phdt gido sit ludn... Vivay, qua bai viét nay, chung toi da tién hanh
tong hop thong tin tir cAc ngudn tai lieu sdn c6 & trén, dong thoi két hop voi nhing tu lieu
chiing t6i khao ctru dugc nhdm c8 géng cung cap cho nguoi doc thong tin tuong ddi hoan
chinh va chinh xéc vé vi cao tdng nay.

Thién su “Ty, coc ting” trong vin bia Nguw ché'thi dé Diéu Dé tu

Ty cdc tang 1a bai tho cu6i ciing trong nhom bay bai tho duge khic trén bia da & chua
Diéu D€. Bai tho c6 tong cong 115 chit, gdbm phan 16i dan gidi thiéu so luge vé hanh trang
ctia thién su Liéu Tanh va phan tho duoc 1am theo thé that ngon bat cd. Noi dung bai tho
nhu sau:

! C6 nhiéu thong tin khac nhau vé thoi gian xay dung chtia Diéu D€, nhu: Tong phdi ki toan tip cho
réng chtia dugc xdy dung vao nam Thiéu Tri tha 1 (1841); Dai Nam nhat théhg chi (ban khéc in
doi Duy Tan) ghi la nam Thiéu Tri tht 2 (1842)... Tuy nhién, thong tin trong Dai Nam thuc luc va
Chdu ban trieu N guyé:n cho réng chua Diéu D€ dugc dung vao ndm Thiéu Tri tha 4 (1844) 1a dang
tin cay nhat.

2 Theo huéng tir trong nhin ra.
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Nguyén van:

B NG

LBFHR, ELTH, BNR, KELE, RETR, HOAF, $E=E%. 7EAIRK
R, ARIER, RENTR . SRGEAR, FETYHF L,
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Phién am:

Ty cdc ting

Bt s& Hita thi, phdp danh Liéu Tdanh, ngi linh nhdp thién, truong lich son nham, y tri c6 sdt,
duy@t di hitu nién, tham dic thién vi. Nai cdn bdt ciu tdi lai phuong truong, lanh tuyét yén hda, thil
di w chiing. Kim chan tich nam lai, an tri vu Digu D&ty da.

Thing qud hitu nhan huéng Pham 1am
Xich tung liéu td dich tran kham

Ty nhu tu tai van ha tie

V6 ni¢m v6 doanh thuy nguyét tam
Chan tich truyen ding thong phdp hanh
Han khai tir hoa lich quang am

Hodang hoa thily triic hon khéng sic

Y bt chin thuyén nhdp di¢u thiam.

U (R AR ) AR

2 Bit s6 (% #), hay # khuru (¥o 1), phitc s6 (%% $3), bi s6 (#8 33) 1a phién &m cta tir “bhiksu” trong tiéng
Phan hay “bhikkhu” trong tiéng Pali. Han dich 1a khit si, phd dc hay bd ma... Tt nay dung dé chi
cho nguoi nam da xuét gia va tho Cu tiic gidi.
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Dich nghia:
Vi tdng khong dung ngti c6c

Bat s6 ho Hira, phap danh la Liéu Tanh, ndm tudi xuat gia, thuong séng & nai rimg.
Qua nhiéu ndm tu hanh chén Phat, ngai da thong dat duoc yéu chi thién tong. Cho dén gan
tam, chin ndm trd lai day, ngai dén phuong truong, dat han viéc ndu nuéng, khac han véi
tang chung. Nay ngai tir phuong nam dén day, trua tai chuia Diéu Dé.

Qua t6t nho nhan 6 ctra thién

Xich tung muon chi rua tran duyén
Than nhu may trdng thuong an lac
Tam tya bong trang chéng nao phién
Chong gay truyén dang phép hanh to
Tan tro lanh bép thang ngay quén
Hoa vang tric biéc déu khong sic

Y bat chan nguyén dat canh huyén.

Hinh 1. Bia Ngu ché thi dé Di¢u D& tu & chua Diéu D€, thanh phé Hué

Qua 10i dan cta vua Thiéu Tri, chang ta chi biét dugc r::fmg vi thién su nay ho Hua,
phéap danh 1a Liéu Tanh, ddng chon nhap dao lic chi méi ndm tudi. Ngai tu tap theo phéap
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mon khé hanh, trong d6 diéu lam vua Thiéu Tri ngudng mo va 18y do dé dat tua dé cho bai
tho chinh 1a hanh nguyén khong dung cac thtt ngt coc.

Chi tiét “chin tich nam lai, an tri vu Digu Dé ty” cho ching ta biét ngai tir phuong
nam dén chon kinh thanh va da tong tra lai & chua Diéu DE. Mac du vay, thong tin vé qué
huong va thoi gian ngai dén chtia Diéu D& van con 1a mot an s6.

Thién su “Ty, c6c Tang” trong Pai Nam nhdt thong chi
Dai Nam nhit thong chi (ban chép tay Tu Duc) 1a tdic phdm thudc thé loai dia chi, do

Qudc st quan triéu Nguyén bién soan.! Theo d6, muc “Téng thich tinh Pha Yén” cta sach
nay c6 nhic dén vi ting Htra bat s6 nhu sau:
Nguyén van:

f’m‘ﬁ ﬂ%»%/k +£f’i&ﬁ3“ EF, AR, AR AR, BLEERE T RE, B

#Hra+ 4, ZHERT RELTTHAGE, BRTEYL HAF. BE_FXBRT
}%&’/ 5711"?0
Phién am:

Hita bt so: Dong Xudn huyén nhin, thap ngii tué dau thien vu Bdt Nha tu, tinh tim tu
luyén, bién moc bi vi y, ding son lam thuy thuong xuyén moc kich, ty coc tit thip nién. Minh Mang
nhi thp nién lai kinh. D& gia ky kho hanh tit vi Tiang cang, chiéu dia phuong quan tu ky ty. Thigu
Tri nhi nién huu triéu lai kinh cu Diéu D€ tu.

Dich nghia:

Bat s6 ho Htta: Nguoi huyén Déng Xuan, 15 tudi xuat gia & chtia Bat Nh3, tinh tdn
tu tap, dan vo cay lam 4o, treéo deo 16i sudi déu mang gudc gd, khong dung ngti coc da 40
nam. Nam Minh Mang thtt 20, ngai vao kinh thanh. Vua khen ngoi phap tu kh6 hanh ctia
ngai, phong ngai 1am Tang cang, ddng thoi ra 1énh cho quan dia phuong tu bé chuia cia
ngai. Pén ndm Thiéu Tri tht 2, vua lai moi ngai vao kinh va tra ¢ chua Diéu D€

That ra, Dai Nam nhat thong chi (ban chép tay Ty Dtc) da c6 sy nhdm 1an thong tin
gitra ngai Htra bat so v6i ngai Nguyén Gidc Ngo. Boi vi, khi déi chiéu voi cac ngudn st lieu
khac nhu Chiu bdn trieu N guygn, Dai Nam thuyc luc, dac biét la van béng Tang cang do bo Lé
nha Nguyén cap cho thién su Nguyén Giac Ngo & chtia Long Son Bat Nh3, tinh Phu Yén
vao ngay 18 thang Muoi ndim Minh Mang tht 21 (1840), thi vi thién su nay 1a Nguyén Giéc

! B sach nay c6 hai ban khac nhau: ban Tu Ptc (chép tay, hoan thanh ndm 1882) va ban Duy Téan
(khc in, hoan thanh ndm 1909).
2Kkl —# &) (M1ER), 550.
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Ngo, phap danh Tanh Thong cht khong phai la Hia bat s6 nhu trong Dai Nam nhit thong
chi (ban chép tay doi Tu Dic) da dé cap.! Vi vay, Pai Nam nhdt thong chi (ban khéc in doi
Duy Tan) da dinh chinh thong tin nay nhu sau:

Nguyén van:

s 4k T RAA(TR), ERLETRLALES, WoBl, %ALAR, B
TH. Ao+ FBRFT. #EETTHLHBE, BRTEEEF. BEZFRTEYH
Fo BUREF LT

Phién am:

Nguyen Gidc Ngo: Danh Phdp Liéu, Dong Xudn nhin (ha dong), ngii tué dau thién ou Long
Son Bdt Nha ty, tinh tam tu luyén, bién moc bi vi y, tich coc tit thdp nién. Minh Mang nhj thap
nién tri¢u lai kinh. Dé gia ki kho hanh tit vi Ting cang, chiéu dia phuong quan tu ky tu. Thigu Tri
tam nién lai kinh cu Diéu D& ty. Hiu di bénh tot nién that thap.

Dich nghia:

Nguyén Giac Ngo: Tén la Phap Liéu, ngudi Déng Xuan (& dudi cling vay), xuat gia
ltc ndm tudi & chiia Long Son Bat Nh3, tinh tan tu tap, dan vo cay lam 4o, khong ding ngii
cdc da 40 nam. Ndm Minh Mang tht 20, ngai vao kinh thanh. Vua khen ngoi phap tu khé
hanh cta ngai, phong ngai lam Tang cang, dong thoi ra 1énh cho quan dia phuong tu bd
chtia cia ngai. Bén ndm Thiéu Tri thit 3, ngai lai vao kinh va tra lai 6 chuia Diéu D& Vé sau
ngai vi bénh duyén nén tich vao ndm 70 tudi.

Tir nhitng ching liéu trén, chtng ta c6 thé khing dinh ring thong tin vé Hta bat s6
trong Dai Nam nhat théhg chi (ban chép tay doi Tu Puc) chua dugc chinh xéc, va thién su
Giac Ngo hién nhién khong phai la Hra bat s6 ma vua Thiéu Tri nhic dén trong van bia.

Ngoai ra, Vit Nam Phit gido sir ludgn cia Nguyén Lang c6 1& da tham khao thong tin
trong Pai Nam nhit thong chi (ban Ty Dtic) nén tac gia cting mac phai sai 1am tuong tu, tham
chi, tdc phdm nay con cho réng Hia bat s6 va thién su Giac Ngo la cing mot nguoi.

! Xem thém: Nguyén Pho - Pham DPtc Thanh Diing, “Chua Bat Nha va Hoa thugng khai son qua
suu khao tai liéu triéu Nguyén”, Liéu Qudn, S6 14, 2018, 77-84.

2 {kd—sm&) (A, 1217-1218.

3 Mgc du da dinh chinh nhiing thong tin c6 phan sai léch trong Dai Nam nhit thong chi (ban chép tay
doi Tu btc), nhung theo nhu long vi cia ngai Gidc Ngd hién dang phung tho tai chtia Bat Nha,
ngai sinh nam Gidp Ngo (1774) va vién tich vao nim Nham Dan (1842). Do d6, thién su Gidc Ngo
khong thé vao kinh va tra lai chua Diéu D€ vao nam Thiéu Tri tha 3 (1843) nhu Dai Nam nhit
thong chi (ban chép khéc in doi Duy Tan) da dé cap.
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Hinh 2. Hira bét s6 trong Pai Nam nhdt thong chi (ban chép tay doi Ty Dic)

Thién su “Ty, coc ting” trong Tong phdi kij toan tip

Téng phdi ky toan tdp 1a tap sach do hoa thugng Hai Tinh téng hop tir ba tdc pham khéc
nhau, mdi tdc phdm tuwong tng v6i mot quyén. Quyén thuong cé tén Tong phdi ky do ngai
Ban Qua soan; quyén trung c6 tén Sy tich tiét yéu do ngai Tri Thong bién soan va quyén ha
o tya dé Tong phdi sy tich do ngai Hai Tinh soan.

Trong d6, quyén trung cta tadc pham nay c6 dé cap dén vi tding ho Hira va da ting tra
lai chita Diéu Dé. Cu thé, sach nay ghi rang:

Nguyén van:

EABBF R I T, TRT &2 EBFTH R NKER B3GR F !

Phién am:

Chi w Thiéu Tri nguyén nién, kién lip Diéu D tu, vuong chiéu ha Gia Dinh tinh, Tir An tu
Hita Thién Phudc nhi nhdp kinh su sic phong Ting cang hoa thugng.

Dich nghia:

bén ndm Thiéu Tri tha 1 (1841), xay dung chtia Diéu Dé. Vua ban chiéu cho Htra Thién
Phuéc & chiia Tir An, tinh Gia Dinh vao kinh thanh, sdc phong lam hoa thuong Tang cang.

B4 qua tinh dtng sai vé thong tin thoi gian xay dung chuia Diéu Dé, tdc pham nay
cho chung ta biét dugc vua Thiéu Tri da ha chiéu moi ngai Hra Thién Phudc (ho Hura, hiéu

L (rikitsf, £4), 4
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Thién Phuéc) & chiia Tir An, tinh Gia Dinh vé kinh thanh va sic phong ngai lam Tang cang.

Ngoai ra, chung toi con khdo sat duoc trong cac long vi hi¢n dang phung tho tai chua
Tir An (dja chi: 23 Tan Hoéa, quan 6, TP. H6 Chi Minh) c6 mét long vi ghi nhu sau:

SR REREIEERBEEY E =+ L WFTH EXTARETERE.
CHEFARSFERR. KFFAATLBCLE,
Phién am
Lam Té gia pho, Tir An mon toa, tring kién Kién Linh duong thugng, tam thdp that thé, hiiy
Liéu Tanh, thugng Thién ha Phudc thién su gidc linh nghé toa.

At Stru nién, bit nguyét, trip luc nhat, Thin lai. Mdu Than nién, bat nguyét, thdp that nhat,
Ty vang.

Téng hop céc thong tin trén, chang ta biét duoc vi thién su & chua T An ho Hua,
phéap danh Liéu Tanh, hiéu Thién Phudc, thudc dong Lam T€ doi thtr 37. Ngai sinh vao gio
Thin, ngay 26 thang Tam nam Atstu (1805), thi tich vao gio Ty ngay 17 thang 8 nam Mau
Than (1848).

Co6 thé thay rang, vi “Ty cdc ting” trong van bia Ngur ché'thi dé Digu P& ty cting mang
ho Hta va phéap danh Liéu Tanh. Viéc ngai tir Gia Dinh vao kinh thanh va duoc vua Thiéu
Tri sic phong triing khép véi chi tiét “chdn tich nam lai, an trii vu Di¢u Dé ty” trong van bia.
Tir d6 ching ta c6 thé két luan réng, thién su Haa Thién Phudc & chuia Tir An chinh 1a vi
“Ty c6c tang” dugc vua Thiéu Tri nhac dén.

Két luan

Téng hop lai tat ca cac ngudn tu lidu trén, ching ta c6 thé dac két lai nhitng thong tin
vé thién su “Ty cdc ting” trong van bia Ngu ché thi dé Diu Dé ty nhu sau:

- Ngai ho Htra, sinh nam At Stru (1805), mat ndm Mau Than (1848). Khi 1én bam tudi,
ngai xudt gia tu tap tai chuia Tx An, tinh Gia Pinh va duoc ban phép danh Liéu Tanh, hiéu
Thién Phudc, thudc doi tht 37 tong Lam TE.

- Cén ctr theo phéap danh va s6 doi truyén thira, chung ta xéc dinh duoc ngai ndi phap
theo bai ké ctia dong thién T6 Dinh Tuyét Phong.! Ngai tu tap theo phuong phap khé hanh,
khong ndu nudng, khong dung ngii coc. Chinh hanh nguyén nay cua ngai khién vua Thiéu
Tri sinh long ngudng mo, tan than va moi tra 6 chua Diéu DE.

! Bai ké néi phép ctia dong T8 Pinh Tuyét Phong nhu sau: “Té dao gidi dinh tong / Phuong qudng
chitng vién thong / Hanh siéu minh thit 16’/ Liéu dat ngo chian khong”.
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- Vé thoi gian Hua bat so luu lai ngodi quéc tu nay, Tong phdi ky toan tip ghi la ndm
Thiéu Tri nguyén nién (1841). Tuy nhién, theo Dgi Nam thuc luc va Chdu bdn trieu Nguyen,
lac bay gio chuia Diéu D€ van chua duoc xay dung. C6 thé dua ra gid thiét rang, thién su
dén xt kinh thanh vao thoi diém vua Thiéu Tri vira 1én ngdi va séng & hoang cung. Vi thé
vua Thiéu Tri da thinh thién su vé tra tai phu dé cti cia minh. Mai dén ndm 1844, 6ng mai
xay dung noi nay thanh chua Diéu Dé.

Tom lai, Hué mot thoi duoc xem 1a kinh d6 ctia Phat gido. Noi day khong chi nuoi
dudng va dao tao nén nhiéu bac tdng tai ma con la noi luu d4u cda nhiéu bac cao ting tir
khdp moi mién ctia dat nudc. T4t ca tinh hoa Phat gido duong nhu hoi tu vé chén kinh ky
dé chung tay xdy dung nén nén Phat gido huy hoang. Thién su “Ty c6c ting” dugc vua
Thiéu Tri nhdc dén trong van bia Ngu ché thi dé Di¢u Dé tu chinh la mot vi sao séng gitta
bau troi tinh hoa d6.
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